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efficient of native local governments becomes important.
The ordinary man will remain in much closer contact
with it than he is ever likely to be with the central govern-
ment. As local government becomes more efficient and
more wealthy he will increasingly rely on it to provide him
with the services he requires: for medical treatment when
he is ill, for the schools his children will attend, for the
repair of the roads he uses, for the control of sanitation and
building, for the maintenance of order, the arrest of thieves,
the settlement of his quarrels, and the interpretation of
local custom. These, after all, are the things he hopes for
in return for the payment of taxes, and an efficient local
government is the best means of providing them. It has
greater knowledge than the central government of local
needs and problems. Its officers are local men who have
the same background and speak the same language as the
people they serve. By comparison, the central government
is in the hands of strangers. Its business is harder to under-
stand, and is often of little local interest.
While local government is thus useful in adapting central
government policy to meet local needs, it may also help to
influence future policy by keeping the central government
in touch with the views and interests of the common
people. The educated classes are able to express their views
in the newspapers or in political associations. Illiterate
Africans cannot do this, but it is important that their views
should be known and their interests considered, before
decisions affecting them are taken. Local governments are
necessarily kept in close contact with local problems, and
chiefs, council members and elders, some of whom may be
illiterate themselves, are often better able to represent the
views of the common people than the educated but often
urban-minded minority. Local governments thus provide a
valuable means by which the central government can be
influenced by a large section of public opinion which has
no other easy means of expressing itself.